Wadeley Academy

Code of Conduct

Introduction
A certain standard of conduct is expected from the Parents, teachers and the students. To sustain a
healthy learning environment, it is important that these parties to the education relationship acknowledge

their respective responsibilities and conduct themselves accordingly.

The Code of Conduct strives to provide a framework for orderly and purposeful education, but with
enjoyment and fellowship with peers as an added advantage. It indicates the broad standards of behavior
that are expected of all Parents and Students at Wadeley Academy, and encourages a responsible and

self-disciplined approach, rather than a punitive one based on fear.

It should also be noted that the Code of Conduct may also have a bearing on the behavior of the student
outside of normal School hours, should the student’s conduct impact negatively on the teacher/student

relationship or reflect badly on Wadeley Academy.

1 Expected Conduct

1.1 Teachers

Wadeley Academy selects staff members with the greatest care and seeks to ensure that their interaction
with Students promotes the best interests, well-being, safety and success of each Student as far as they
possibly can. All staff are required to act in accordance with the ethos and to abide by Wadeley
Academy’s.
In addition, academic staff members are bound by the Code of Conduct of the South African Council of
Educators, membership of which is obligatory for all teachers/educators and which requires, amongst
others, that teachers undertake to:
e be punctual, well prepared and professional in their approach to education;
e manage learner performance effectively and motivate Students to achieve realistic and
meaningful personal educational goals;
e be sensitive to the needs of their Students and address learning difficulties in a positive manner;
e praise, encourage, recognize and reward Students who strive to achieve;
e create a classroom climate which is based on a learning partnership which makes education both
relevant and stimulating;
e set a positive example for their students to follow;

e administer discipline correctively and with dignity when necessary.
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1.2 Parents

Wadeley Academy prides itself on having good relations with the Parents of Students. While Parents may

expect Wadeley Academy and its teachers to provide the best education possible with the resources

available to Wadeley Academy, Parents must also accept the responsibility to help Wadeley Academy

achieve this goal.

Parents are required to:

ensure that the student understands the Code of Conduct and complies with the terms thereof;
actively support the efforts of Wadeley Academy and its teachers to teach the student.

involve themselves as far as they are able, to support the Student and Wadeley Academy to
contribute to the improvement of the student’s progress and Wadeley Academy’s’ education
process and learning environment;

treat the members of staff/employees of Wadeley Academy with respect at all times;

encourage the Student to participate fully in Wadeley Academy and extra-mural activities;
participate in the learning process and assist the Student with homework and give appropriate
support at home, provide encouragement, check results and communicate freely with Wadeley
Academy;

not expect Wadeley Academy to meet the Student’s every need and work with Wadeley
Academy to overcome any behavior of the Student which negatively impacts on the learning
environment;

ensure that the Student is in attendance at all compulsory attendance functions and activities,
and that Wadeley Academy’s timekeeping requirements are observed;

support the disciplinary structures and procedures of Wadeley Academy in the interests of
maintaining an orderly and positive educational environment;

Parents are expected to conduct themselves courteously at sports fixtures and refrain from
making disparaging remarks about referees, judges or players. Coaching from the side or
interfering with the coaches is not permitted and good play should be applauded and encouraged
on both sides;

understand that Parents, and not Wadeley Academy, are primarily responsible for laying down a
moral, ethical and disciplinary framework within which the Student must conduct him/herself;
encourage the Student to adopt a responsible and self-disciplined approach to all School related
activities;

supervise the Student in his/her use of technological equipment, including cell phone usage and
internet access. Access to undesirable information and material can affect the well-being and
behavior of a Student and his/her peers;

in the interests of the Student’s well-being, parents must keep Wadeley Academy informed of
matters which affect the Student including health, family matters, welfare, traumas etc.;
maintain a courteous and constructive relationship with School staff; and attend meetings and

otherwise keep in touch with Wadeley Academy where the Student’s interests require the
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Parents to do so; and

the Head may in his or her discretion require the Parents to remove or may suspend the Student
if the Parents behavior is in the reasonable opinion of the Head so unreasonable as to affect or
likely affect the progress of the Student or of another child (or other children) at Wadeley
Academy or the wellbeing of Wadeley Academy staff or to bring Wadeley Academy into

disrepute.

Students

Students are required to:

14

recognise that they have responsibilities to their Parents, Wadeley Academy, teachers, their
fellow Students and themselves;

refrain from behaviour which brings the good name of Wadeley Academy into disrepute;

comply with Wadeley Academy rules and instructions given by the teachers and Head of
Wadeley Academy;

behave responsibly, not endanger the safety and welfare of others and be accountable for their
actions;

adopt a responsible and self-disciplined approach to all School related activities;

use technological equipment, including the internet on and off campus and cell phones off
campus , in a responsible and considerate manner;

respect and care for the property of Wadeley Academy and others;

maintain sound relations with others at Wadeley Academy, be courteous and respect the dignity
and self-worth of others;

be punctual and observe the timekeeping practices of Wadeley Academy;

demonstrate a positive attitude towards the opportunity to learn and be diligent in their efforts to
learn;

behave honestly and conduct themselves with integrity;

accept legitimate punishment and disciplinary action taken against them as being both necessary
and corrective; and

take care of their environment.

Rights and Responsibilities of Students

The rights and responsibilities of Students should be read in conjunction with the general Code of

Conduct expected of Students:

Students Rights Students Responsibilities

I have the right to move about Wadeley | am responsible to see that | do not laugh at,
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Academy without being laughed at, pushed, hit, push, or in any way harm, verbally or
threatened or harmed in any way, either physically, other people in Wadeley Academy.
verbally or physically.

2 | I have the right to be treated in a courteous It is my responsibility to treat others in a
manner. courteous manner.

3 | I have the right to be treated with respect and | am responsible to see that | treat all people
fairness, irrespective of my race, creed, with respect and fairness even though they
intelligence, gender, physical prowess, may differ in some way from me or the majority.
language, shape, size, whether or not | may be
different from the majority.

4 | | have the right to expect my property to be | am responsible to see that | treat other
safe within Wadeley Academy. people’s property with respect and that | do not

damage, remove, use without permission or
steal the property of others. | must look after
my own property responsibly.

5 | I have the right to learn in pleasant, well- kept | am responsible to see that | treat my
surroundings that are free from noise and litter | surroundings with respect, and that | do not
pollution. contribute to any kind of pollution within

Wadeley Academy.

6 | I have the right to attend to my schoolwork It is my responsibility to see that | do not
without interference of any kind from other interfere with, or distract other Students from
Students. their work.

7 | I have the right to be taught by teachers who It is my responsibility to co-operate and comply
are fair, competent and sympathetic to my with the instructions of the staff.
needs.

8 | I have the right to be treated in an appropriate It is my responsibility to act in an appropriate
way by all members of the community at all way at all times. | will treat others as | would
times. like to be treated myself.

9 | Should | feel unhappy or concerned about It is my responsibility to approach someone in
some person in, or aspect of, Wadeley authority should | have concerns about
Academy, | have the right to approach someone in, or some aspect of Wadeley
someone in authority about my concerns and to | Academy, rather than to take my own,
expect some action to be taken, if deemed independent action.
necessary by Wadeley Academy.

10 | I have the right to wear Wadeley Academy It is my responsibility to wear Wadeley
uniform. Academy uniform with pride, in good repair and

in the correct manner at all times.

11 | I have the right to use Wadeley Academy’s | have the responsibility to look after and
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facilities during term time. respect all the facilities that Wadeley Academy

offers me

2 Rules

Wadeley Academy Rules set out certain specific behavior/conduct expected of Students and should be

read in conjunction with the general conduct expected of Students set out above.

Wadeley Academy Rules attempt to instill orderliness, safety awareness, self-discipline, honesty,

commitment, respect, fair play and responsibility.

Maintaining discipline and ensuring orderly classroom behavior is an integral part of every teacher’s job.
The onus therefore lies with Wadeley Academy’s Management and/or teachers to apply the rules in an
effective and equitable manner in the interests of the well-being of Wadeley Academy and all its

stakeholders.

The following specific rules define the behavior expected of Students but are not exhaustive. Students

must be advised of these rules and are bound to comply with the Rules.

2.1 Timekeeping and being on time

Students are expected to be punctual in all School activities.

2.2 Assembly/Concerts/School Functions

Assembly is compulsory for all Students in the relevant grades, unless otherwise approved by the Head.
Participation is encouraged, but tolerance is shown to those of different faiths, who must attend the
assemblies, and respect the occasion, but need not participate.

Treat guests with respect and assist them in all ways. Give up your seat for adults, if necessary.

Cell phones, electronic alarms on watches and any other electronic equipment must be switched off
during assemblies, concerts and school functions.

Cellphones brought onto the school property during school hours must be surrendered to the School
Head unless permission is granted otherwise.

2.3 Maintenance of property and tidiness

All Students are expected to look after School property and to respect the property of others. School
desks should be kept tidy. Litter may not be dropped anywhere.

No ball games may be played in the vicinity of any building or parking area without permission. Trees

may only be climbed with permission.
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All clothing and any personal belongings brought to School are to be marked.

On no account may any large sums of money, radios, cellular telephones, computers, computer games,
electronic equipment or any other expensive items be brought to School, unless required for School
purposes.

2.4 Cell phones, iPods and other electronic devices

The above items, including other such musical storage and retrieval items, MP3 players and associated
peripheral items remain the responsibility of the Student, should they choose to bring these devices to
Wadeley Academy. These items may not be used during academic lessons, or between lessons, unless
with the express consent of a teacher.

These items may not be taken into test or examination venues and may not be used as calculators or
stopwatches at Wadeley Academy.

No pupil may play music aloud from any of these devices at any time while on Wadeley Academy
grounds or in school or sports uniform unless express permission is granted by Wadeley Academy Staff.

Inappropriate use will result in confiscation of the device and the SIM card where applicable for seven (7)
calendar days.

2.5 Absences

No Student may be absent from School without the prior permission of the class teacher or Head.
In the event of illness, Wadeley Academy must be notified before 8h00 that morning and a letter or
doctor’s note must be sent on his/her return to School, should absences exceed one day.

Absence from School on account of holiday arrangements is not encouraged, although the Head may be
approached where special reasons pertain.

Parents are requested to notify Wadeley Academy if the Student has an infectious illness; in these

circumstances, s/he will only be allowed to return to School when s/he has been away for the full period
recommended by a Medical Officer of Health.

2.6 Attendance

Students must be present at all lessons and extra mural activities and may only absent themselves from
a lesson, extra mural activity, or any other activity, with the express permission of the relevant teacher or
member of staff.

All Students are to keep within Wadeley Academy boundaries during School hours.

2.7 Participation

It is Wadeley Academy’s policy to encourage all Students to participate fully in the life of Wadeley
Academy: academically, extramurally and culturally.

Some School sports are compulsory, and this may involve practices and matches on weekday afternoons
and/or Saturday mornings.
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When Students have opted to attend games or any other School activity, they will be deemed to have
made a commitment and may only be excused by a note from their Parents which has been duly
approved by the relevant teacher, coach or other staff.

If games or activities are interrupted because of bad weather, the Students will be supervised until the
normal finishing times, or may be fetched early by arrangement with the staff member in charge.

2.8 Breakages and damages

Any willful damage to, or breakage of Wadeley Academy property, or the property of others at Wadeley
Academy, is a serious offence. Any accidental breakage must be reported immediately to a member of
staff.

2.9 Eating and breaks

Eating and drinking may only take place during the designated break times, and outside the classrooms,
unless permission is given by a staff member.

All classrooms are out of bounds at break-times and between the end of academic classes and 07:00
without permission or supervision.

2.10 Transport and travelling

Students are expected to act sensibly when travelling to and from School, or while travelling on School
business. Seat belts must always be worn where available. No objects may be thrown or discarded from
the vehicle.

A Student in possession of valid driver’s license and a consent letter from both parents may approach
Wadeley Academy for permission to drive a motorbike or motor vehicle in Wadeley Academy grounds.
During school hours motorbikes and motor vehicles must be parked in the designated parking areas. No
Student may give another Student a lift unless written permission from both parents is received. Wadeley
Academy is not responsible for any damaged caused to the motorbike or motor vehicle parked in its

grounds and are parked at the student and/or Parents’ risk. The grounds may not be used by people of
any age learning to drive. This privilege may be withdrawn at any time if there is abuse of these rules.

2.11 Classroom behavior

Students are expected to present a positive work ethos in the classrooms. Courteous and sensible
behavior is expected at all times.

2.12 Bags and containers

School bags should be named and stored appropriately in specified areas. They may not be left lying
around the classrooms or grounds.

2.13 Behavior in Wadeley Academy grounds

There may be no running between any buildings.

Earth, stones, sticks, etc., may not be thrown.
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In summary, Students are expected to behave sensibly and courteously in and around Wadeley
Academy grounds.

2.14 Out of bounds areas

The following areas are out of bound areas for Students at all times, unless they have specific adult
permission or supervision:
e Building sites
Offices
Staff room
Car Parks
Kitchen

2.15 Books and homework

Students are expected to note homework set in their homework diaries.
Homework is to be completed timeously, properly and neatly.
All books belonging to the Students should be covered, named and kept in good order.

Books and Files provided by Wadeley Academy are expected to be returned in a well-maintained state. If
Wadeley Academy deems the books or files to be damaged then the parents may be held accountable
for the costs involved in replacing said book or file.

2.16 Courtesy and Good Manners

Students are required to behave courteously and respectfully towards all adults.

2.17 Bathrooms and hygiene

Students are expected to use the bathrooms, including the toilets, sensibly and to leave them in good
order.

Students are not to loiter or play in these areas.

2.18 Initiation Practices

Wadeley Academy will not tolerate malicious, harmful, or embarrassing initiation practices.
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3 Dress Code

This section regulates the wearing of the school uniform of Wadeley Academy. Students in contravention

of the Dress Code will be sent home to rectify the problem:

Grey School Trousers (Winter)

May not be frayed or torn at the bottom and must
be hemmed. Should be correct length for the
Student’s legs so that trouser legs do not drag

along on the ground

Grey School Shorts (Summer)

May not be frayed or torn at the bottom and must

be hemmed.

Red Tartan Skirts

May not be folded at the waist and must not be

too short. Should fall just above the knee

Black-laced shoes or Black Sneakers

Should be in good condition

Boys Grey or Black Socks

Boys must wear grey or black school socks with

their shoes

School Black Jersey

Must look presentable. Should not be frayed at

the cuffs.

Boys Hair Hair should look neat and not interfere with the
child’s ability to work.

Girls Hair Hair should look neat and not interfere with the

child’s ability to work.

Jewellery, Tattoos & Piercings

Jewellery should be dainty and understated.

Track Suits

Torn and worn-out track suit pants are not

acceptable. Must look neat.

Facial Hair

Must be shaved and maintained as the growth

rate dictates

Make-up and Nails

Make up may only be worn from Senior Group

upwards and must be tasteful and natural.

Appropriate individual accents can be incorporated into the uniform that maintains a neat and presentable

appearance. The appropriateness will be determined by Wadeley Academy staff.
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